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Freshwater Habitats Trust Pond dip

• Provides a score of the pond based on the 
type of invertebrates found in the pond

• Pond dips help focus management to help 
improve the pond as a habitat

• This map shows recent pond dip locations 

• Big Pond Dip - Freshwater Habitats Trust

https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/survey-methods-hub/big-pond-dip/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/survey-methods-hub/big-pond-dip/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/survey-methods-hub/big-pond-dip/
https://freshwaterhabitats.org.uk/advice-resources/survey-methods-hub/big-pond-dip/


Pond Dip Scores 
No. 2 the 
square

Scores PC 1 inverts Scores PC4 inverts Scores PC5 inverts Scores PC8 inverts Scores PC9 inverts Scores W3 inverts Scores

Mayfly 5 Cased caddis 10 Beetle 5 Damselfly 10 Beetle 5 Damselfly 10 Damselfly 10

Shrimp 5 Damselfly 10 Damselfly 10 Shrimp 5 Damselfly 10 Dragonfly 10 Mayfly 5

Snails 1 Mayfly 5 Fish fry 0 Water bug 5 Mayfly 5 Mayfly 5 Water 
slater

1

Water slater 1 Shrimp 5 Mayfly 5 Water 
slater

1 Shrimp 5 Shrimp 5 Worms 1

Waterbug 5 Snails 1 Pond skater 5 Worms 1 Snails 1 Water bugs 5

Worms 1 Water slater 1 Shrimp 5 Water bug 5 Water slater 1

Waterbug 5 Snail 1 Water slater 1 Worms 1

Worms 1 Water slater 1 Worms 1

Worms 1

Totals 18 38 33 22 33 37 17

Small pond 
steep sides with 
overhang, 
limited access 
for wildlife but 
Smooth Newts 
present. Good 
invert 
abundances

Very low 
abundances of 
inverts. Large 
fish present

Good adult 
Odonata 
activity - 
Large Red 
Damselfly, 
Azure Blue, 
Blue Tailed, 
Demoiselle

Deep and 
steep sided, 
low 
abundances

Shallow 
graduated 
bank 
southern 
edge shaded 
by trees

Northern 
section with 
bog area 
botanincally 
diverse and 
shallow 
zones

Partially 
drained 
down, 
upper part 
fully dry

Score: 1-5 The pond 
could be better

Score: 6-30 Your pond 
is good

Score: 31-60  Your pond 
is brilliant



Photos taken during Pond Dipping Exercise

Dragonfly Nymph

Damselfly Larva Smooth newt 



enquiries@stockleypark.co.uk

Thank you!
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